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PROPOSED FEMINIST REPUBLIK HEALING FARM
WINNING COMPETITION ENTRY

PROJECT TITLE

PROJECT LOCATION

CLIENT

ARCHITECT

PROJECT INTRODUCTION

Proposed Feminist Republik 
Healing Farm

Muselele, Kitui County, Kenya

Urgent Action Fund- Africa (UAF-A)

Precise Architects Ltd

UAF- Africa set out to establish a 
H e a l i n g  F a r m  t o  s e r v e  a s  a 
rejuvenation centre for African 
Women Human Rights Defenders 
across the African continent. The 
centre would be a women-run 
space used by AWHRDs to connect 
with nature and with other AWHRDs 
from the continent.

Through a design competition, 
Precise Architects set out to 
design the healing farm while 
being innovative in areas such as 
site response, building technology, 
material choice, universal design, 
sustainable design, representation 
o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  A f r i c a n 
Architecture and the creation of 
spaces that promote connection 
with nature. 

The project features an extensive 
brief of spaces which include an 
a u t o r i u m ,  m u s e u m ,  l i b r a r y , 
restaurant, recreational facilities, 
sports grounds, accomodation, 
camping grounds, meditation 
gardens, riverfront boardwalk, 
farmland and sculptural gardens 
and monument among others.

This entry won first place in the 
design competition. 
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SITE LOCATION

THE PROJECT

PROJECT INTRODUCTION
The site is located in Kyaina 
village, Yatta/Kwa Vonza Ward, 
Kitui Rural Constituency, Lower 
Yatta Sub-county in Kitui County. 
It is about 3.5 km away from 
Muselele shopping centre and 25 
km from Katangi shoppoing centre. 
The site is located along the Athi 
River and borders the river to the 
South. It is sorrounded by extensive 
farmland on all other sides. 

The site is located in Kyaina village, Yatta/
Kwa Vonza Ward, Kitui Rural Constituency, 
Lower Yatta Sub-county in Kitui County. 
It is about 3.5 km away from Muselele 
shopping centre and 25 km from Katangi 
shoppoing centre. The site is located along 
the Athi River and borders the river to the 
South. It is sorrounded by extensive farmland 
on all other sides. 

The Proposed Healing Farm in Muselele 
will be a women-run space for AWHRDs to 
meet, connect with nature and get rejuve-
nation. It will serve as a hub for women from 
all across the African continent. The project 
will have various facilities and spaces such 
as conference facilities, recreation gardens, 
wellness center, restaurants and accomo-
dation among others. 

Site Location
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TOPOGRAPHICAL  ANALYSIS

DESIGN INMPLICATION

The site slopes in various directions, with 
the most drastic slope moving towards the 
river. The difference between the 
highest and lowest regions on the site is 
about 45m. The site also slopes towards a 
seasonal stream on the Northern side of the 
site. 

River Athi
Lowest Point

Highest Point
Slope towards
the seasonal 
river

The design will follow the natural slope 
of the land, following contour lines to 
minimize extensive cut and fill on the 
site.

The highest point will house public 
spaces like the auditorium, reception, 
wellness centre, library and museum. 
The slope towards the river will have 
accomodation areas while the slope 
towards the seasonal stream will 
accomodate staff and maintenance 
services. 
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Master Plan

STANDARD AND PARAPLEGIC ACCOMMODATION UNITS

ROAD TO PLOT 171

RAMPED AND COVERED WALKWAYS

AUDITORIUM

ACCESS

WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITY

PRIMARY ACCESS ROAD

STAFF ACCOMMODATION

MAINTENACE AND HOUSEKEEPING

MUSEUM

SERVICE ACCESS

PRAYER ROOMMEDITATION / ALTERNATIVE HEALING GARDENS

FARMLAND
WATER PAN

AUDITORIUM

RESTAURANT & KITCHEN

LIBRARY

WELLNESS CENTER

MONUMENT AND FOUNTAIN

SPORTS GROUND

EXECUTIVE ACCOMMODATION ROOMS

CAMPING GROUNDS

RECREATIONAL GARDENS

CAMPING GROUNDS

70 Standard rooms and 20 Paraplegic rooms, all 
with views towards River Athi

The road to plot 171 will cut across the site. A 
bridge connecting the lower and upper sides will 
serve as a critical security response to the road

Walkways are covered to protect users from the 
elements. They are ramped to ensure universal 
access for all users. 

The auditorium is a 200pax conference facility placed at 
the top of the site and follows the site terrain to achieve 
the desired raking for the space.

The entrance driveway to the facility is 
marked by extensive use of sculpture 

The primary access road is a 12m 
driveway that needs extensive civil 
works to render it efficient for the 
development

The staff quarters are designed to have 
vantage views of the sorrounding hills to the 
North Eastern side of the site. 

The complex consists of repair workshops, 
central stores and laundry for the facility

The museum serves as the last building 
towards the Northern side of the site, 
serving as a destination point for guests. 

The prayer room is designed as an oudoor 
space linked to the meditation gardens 
and the water pan

Meditation gardens are placed around the 
waterpan to take advantage of the healing 
properties of water. 

The farm is placed to the Northernmost part 
of the site. The water pan serves as it

The water pan will collect water from the 
adjacent seasonal stream during the rainy 
season. The water will be used for irrigation 
and cleaning on site. 

The Auditorium serves as an informal 
outdoor space and can be used for 
recreation, spectating or meetings. It 
takes advantage of the slope at the 
site.

The restaurant has vantage views to the river and sor-
rounding countryside. It also enjoys internal views to 
the monument and fountain. 

The wellness center is placed at the highest vantage 
point of the site to take advantage of the views to the 
river and sorrounding country side. It has a series of 
spaces including a gym, spa, aerobics and yoga studio, 
poolside bar, salon and barber and alternative medical 
center among other spaces

The monument and fountain serve as a focal landscape 
feature within the site. It provides an area for people to 
interact with the monument

Sports facilities on site include a tennis court, 
badminton court and volleyball court. The courts are 
oriented such that players face North/ South to 
protect them from glare caused by the Eastern and 
Western Sun

20 Executive rooms and all with views towards 
River Athi

Camping grounds towards the river with camping 
support facilities such as kitchenette, washrooms 
and changing rooms

River facing recreational gardens meant for 
relaxation and socializing and exercise. These 
gardens are envisioned as extroverted and 
energetic. 

The board walk allows users to interact with River 
Athi and encorages riverfront activity. It will also 
serve as a place to educate people on the 
effects of water pollution currently evident in River 
Athi

Camping grounds towards the river 
with camping support facilities such as 
kitchenette, washrooms and changing 
rooms

WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITY

BOARD WALK

RIVER ATHI
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VIEW OF THE MUSEUM AND COVERED WALKWAY
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THE RESTAURANT AND WELLNESS CENTER
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN STRATEGIESSUSTAINABLE DESIGN STRATEGIES
The design considers the following sustainable practices to 
make the healing farm efficient in its use of energy, water 
and waste management. 

Landscape design on the healing farm captures the following main ideas:

The design proposes a solar farm 
above the parking structures. 
Solar energy will reduce the farm’s 
reliance on power from the main 
grid, saving costs in the long run. It 
will also reduce the farm’s carbon 
footprint. 

The design incorporates sculpture extensively as seen on the masterplan. 
Sculptures on site celebrate African culture and the ideas of the Feminist 
Movement. The main entrance is line with sculpture and the main 
monument serves as a key element on site. 

The landscape design uses water extensively to promote the healing 
effect of the farm. The therapeutic effects of water are captured in the 
design of the meditations gardens around the water pan. The pool, river 
and fountains within the site also promotes well being for users visiting the 

The landscaping concept uses native plants that thrive in the dry climate 
of the site. The plants are extensively used along the boundary lines and 
gardens. The use of plants increases the healing effects of the farm.

The landscape design also incorporates an edible garden of herbs and 
fruit trees. The gardens, while serving a practical function, help create 
better spaces for the users. 

The site lacks adequate water supply from the main grid. The 
farm will need to have adequate water. The project propos-
es a borehole for water. Additionally, a water pan will tap 
water during the rainy season for use on the farm and for 
irrigation. 
The project will also promote the use of water saving fixtures 
in toilets, taps and bathrooms to prevent water wastage by 
users. 

The design proposes two inhouse waste management 
biodigesters within the site. This will serve the farm which has 
no access to sewer service.
The design also encourages the recycling of grey water 
within the site for use in landscaping and cleaning of outdoor 
spaces. 

The design will incorporate extensive rain water harvesting 
from the building within the site. Water harvested from rains 
will be directed to the water pan. Rain water harvesting will 
reduce the cost of supplying water to the site while 
conserving natural resources. 

Use of Solar Energy
Sculpture and Outdoor Art

Water

Native Plants

Edible Gardens

Water Management

Waste Management

Rainwater Harvesting

1.
1.

2.

3.

4.

2.

3.

4.

Concept sketch for the main 
monument on site.
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es a borehole for water. Additionally, a water pan will tap 
water during the rainy season for use on the farm and for 
irrigation. 
The project will also promote the use of water saving fixtures 
in toilets, taps and bathrooms to prevent water wastage by 
users. 

The design proposes two inhouse waste management 
biodigesters within the site. This will serve the farm which has 
no access to sewer service.
The design also encourages the recycling of grey water 
within the site for use in landscaping and cleaning of outdoor 
spaces. 

The design will incorporate extensive rain water harvesting 
from the building within the site. Water harvested from rains 
will be directed to the water pan. Rain water harvesting will 
reduce the cost of supplying water to the site while 
conserving natural resources. 
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The design considers the following sustainable practices to 
make the healing farm efficient in its use of energy, water 
and waste management. 

Landscape design on the healing farm captures the following main ideas:

The design proposes a solar farm 
above the parking structures. 
Solar energy will reduce the farm’s 
reliance on power from the main 
grid, saving costs in the long run. It 
will also reduce the farm’s carbon 
footprint. 

The design incorporates sculpture extensively as seen on the masterplan. 
Sculptures on site celebrate African culture and the ideas of the Feminist 
Movement. The main entrance is line with sculpture and the main 
monument serves as a key element on site. 

The landscape design uses water extensively to promote the healing 
effect of the farm. The therapeutic effects of water are captured in the 
design of the meditations gardens around the water pan. The pool, river 
and fountains within the site also promotes well being for users visiting the 

The landscaping concept uses native plants that thrive in the dry climate 
of the site. The plants are extensively used along the boundary lines and 
gardens. The use of plants increases the healing effects of the farm.

The landscape design also incorporates an edible garden of herbs and 
fruit trees. The gardens, while serving a practical function, help create 
better spaces for the users. 

The site lacks adequate water supply from the main grid. The 
farm will need to have adequate water. The project propos-
es a borehole for water. Additionally, a water pan will tap 
water during the rainy season for use on the farm and for 
irrigation. 
The project will also promote the use of water saving fixtures 
in toilets, taps and bathrooms to prevent water wastage by 
users. 

The design proposes two inhouse waste management 
biodigesters within the site. This will serve the farm which has 
no access to sewer service.
The design also encourages the recycling of grey water 
within the site for use in landscaping and cleaning of outdoor 
spaces. 

The design will incorporate extensive rain water harvesting 
from the building within the site. Water harvested from rains 
will be directed to the water pan. Rain water harvesting will 
reduce the cost of supplying water to the site while 
conserving natural resources. 
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