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The concept was to create a small village for children, located in the fores’f preservrng'the e><|st|ng old house -’Q}: tHe : 1‘1; 4 ' ‘* . "‘:’«:j'.f ._
site to be used as additional classrooms and services. The land was a forest*rlch in na’uve tree,spe‘mes am:;thé goal; P e i : b '
was to integrate the school harmoniously into the natural emvironment. Toachieve thls the classrooms were di ﬁg e '-T’- -~ i ; ’?_";.‘
as a scattered village, strategically located in clearings of the forest. The classrooms have soft, organic ‘,shapeg,w?;f*? 5 r '*,‘5,, X
a spiral configuration, inspired by Maasai manyattas and other vernacular architectures of Kenya. P ’ ,-'_‘_{-;" b4 ; -:t}; ‘ "f\' s .
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Interior view of a classroom
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LIVING WALLS

The construction system was designed to be adaptable and collaborative, involving children,
parents, and teachersin filling the walls. Whenever possible, materials from dismantted classrooms
of the previous school were recycled. This approach combined creativity, sustainability, and
community involvement to create a truly unique learning space, scattered and strategically placed
in clearings of the forest.

‘é't“éf[‘"éf “living wall®

Axonometric view of a classroom
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Maasai manyattas floor plans

Pre-Primary Cluster
Primary Cluster
Secondary Cluster
Admin Spaces
Laboratories

Music Room

Art & Handcraft
Library

Teachers Room
Curative & Sick Bay
IT Room
Workshops
Dining/Multipurpose Halls
14 Drop-off Area

15 Sports Field

16 Parking Area

17 Access gates

18 Toilets
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A Village for Kids Hidden in the Woods e ;‘." AL o ‘-‘-": 5, 57’; ; / .
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The project was commissioned by a Waldorf schoolin Nairobi, an institution degply connected to na‘tg’re and'grouna ; ®." v

in Anthroposophy. The buildings needed to be constructed quickly, cost—efféc‘fively (achieving a ‘cost of 25(5'95_‘2_ & >
and with a temporary lifespan, as the plot lease is set to expire in 10 years, p bk . s o ‘WL b
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The concept was to create a small village for children, located im the forest, preserving the existing old housg'et { '
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site to be used as additional classrooms and services. The land was'a forest richiin native tree species, and}l}"&g@al, i ‘ :.- ] 72N f :

was to integrate the school harmoniously into the naturalenvironment. To achieve this, the classrooms wered%s)gjwegi : Doy B T '
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as a scattered village, strategically located in clearings of the forest. The classrooms haye soft, organic shépes,‘.‘\‘x(ﬂilj\‘ . /7 e

a spiral configuration, inspired by Maasai manyattas and other vernacular architectures of Kenya. b " LL P
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Exterior view of the classrooms.in the forest
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Interior view of a classroom

Sustainable building design through passive measures

The project integrates passive design strategies to
enhance energy efficiency and occupant well-being.
The classrooms are dispersed within natural clearings to
maximize shade and minimige disruption to the existing
forest. Large roof overhanggnd elevated gaps between
the walls and roof allow for cross-ventilation, reducing
heat buildup. The use of laterite-rich soilin the “living walls”
provides thermal mass, regulating ind temperatures.
Skylights and translucent polycarbonate panels optimize
daylighting, reducing the need for artificial lighting.
These measures create a comfortable, naturally lit, and
ventilated environment, promoting student health and
engagement.

1 L earning Room

a flexible rounded space, with no
corners, that avails for a diversity of .

distributions

2 Learning Support Room
& Teacher's Room

3 Living Wall

the translucent sheets will allow
students to see and interact with the
natural/living elements inside

4 Access

ramp addition to provide an easy
access to all users

Classroom floor plan
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The design aimed to foster a deep connection
between students and nature. To enhance this
bond, we introduced °‘living walls." Considering
the project's ephemeral nature, the walls were

constructed by filling the space between two

gTimber truss/beams EWindOWS ‘Roof polycarbonate sheets with leftover soil from

- single-pitch iron sheet with ;
: an air-chamber to isolate excavations and a second layer of forest leaves.

- from noise and heat This innovative technique met the client’s need for
: speed and cost-efficiency while offering a unique
aesthetic. The polycarbonate’'s transparency
reveals the dynamic life within the walls—ants,
bugs, plants, roots—and reflects natural light and
colors into the classrooms. These evolving living
walls transform the classrooms into vibrant, active

environments, encouraging students to observe

' " ' biodiversity up close.
Walls
a series of organic layers [l (il ',
contained in between
two translucent sheets it L e

1 Polycarbonate sheets
& e

Timber f truct SEAEE . . ey R L a
zo'm ° ramtes mi”r:lg Sustainability is embedded in material seleetidh ardieonSttictiofit’
3 Organic matter wallin ‘ . ey . iy ;
o methods. Locally sourced laterite soilsffom & it8: exgavatid
4 Excavation soil wall infills J : _ i
5 Timber offcuts to external T and recycled wood minimize embodLged ca

facade
6 Internal branch skirting

7 Screed finish at 131 ratio of
CementSand:Soil to RC slab

The use of lightweight, medular glem & fa
and potehtial reuse at thelénd é.lf-_"he 1QF

Y lnnecessary landfill waste. ThéSe sty
\carbon emissions 4 %enqancé‘"
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Dining hall view
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Dining hall cross section
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’zﬁagéoorhood wgd' carefully preserved to’

: -4|,_ /,-,larg%,a:r,"e é}he |r}t'$rventlon adapted to the
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-opment Over t|me thgf pgo;et‘@%dmtrﬁute@,ﬁ% rgegeneratwe transformahon by

Joile ' vall: fﬁﬂd mtegrgﬁq%a recycted materlals The school's
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_Iron sheet

. Plywood ceiling
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__Transluscent sheet

Timber offcuts

Axonometric view of a classroom
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Empty living walls detail
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